PREFACE

Over the past fifty years we have witnessed major progress in highway safety as
evidenced by a substantial reduction in the number of traffic crash fatalities. In spite of this
improvement driving a motor vehicle remains among the most hazardous tasks most people will
ever perform.

Tragically, in the U.S., traffic crashes still cause about 5,000 deaths annually among
youth 16 — 20 years of age. In 1997 while drivers under age 19 made up only 3.5% of all
licensed drivers in the country, they were involved in 7.1% of the crashes.

A review of Ohio traffic crash and licensed driver data for 1997 reveals that 16 — 20 year
olds made up 7% of Ohio’s licensed drivers but were involved in 110,671 (16.5%) of the
670,267 crashes reported (the greatest number for any age group). They were adjudged to be the
driver in error (at fault) in 70,502 (64%) of the cases. This age group accounted for nearly 16%
of all driver and passenger deaths and 18% of all drivers and passengers injured.

The Ohio Graduated Driver Licensing law (GDL) mandates that a young driver receive a
minimum of 24 clock hours of classroom instruction and 8 hours of behind-the-wheel instruction
in driver training. In addition to this requirement, they must receive at least 50 hours of in-car
practice (10 of these at night) with a parent or legal guardian. The Ohio Driver Training
Curriculum was developed to help instructors provide a quality, standardized driver training
program that meets the “24 and 8” requirement.

The Ohio Driver Training Curriculum was developed under contract between the Ohio
Department of Public Safety and the American Driver and Traffic Safety Education
Association/Indiana University of Pennsylvania. It was developed under the direction of Dr.
Allen Robinson, Chief Executive Officer of ADTSEA. The developmental team included
Dr. A. O. Bradshaw, Dr. Richard J. Hornfeck, and Dr. Francis C. Kenel. The production support
team members were Ms. Terri A. Kerfonta, Ms. Brendalyn A. Treese and Ms. Beverly K. Norris.

CURRICULUM STRUCTURE

The Ohio Driver Training Curriculum was designed to provide present-day information
and techniques on teaching young people the basics of motor vehicle operation. It is developed
to specifically reference five textbooks: Drive Right (9™ Ed.), published by Prentice Hall;
Handbook Plus (1997 Ed.), published by Propulsion, Inc.; How te Drive (1997 Ed.), published
by the American Automobile Association; and License to Drive (2000 Ed.), published by
Delmar Publishers; Responsible Driving (9" Ed.), published by Glencoe/ McGraw-Hill. The
instructor should choose one of these textbooks to use with students in class. It is
recommended that each instructor receive and use a copy of the teacher’s edition and
teacher’s resource kit and each student receive and use a copy of one of the textbooks while
in the driver training program. The choice of text is left up to each individual school. Each
will meet the requirements of a quality driver training course.

The “Table of Contents” shows that the curriculum is divided into fourteen (14) tabs. It
begins with a Course Overview, which includes administrative information, course purpose,
general learning activities, resources (both printed and video) and information on where to obtain
texts and resources. '







